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Worlds apart, what would the breakeven
price be for a supplement to reduce cattle methane emissions by 30%?

Based on the Californian university UC Davis a cow emits around 100kg/year of
methane this is equivalent to 2.8 tonnes of CO2 / year. This amount is a ballpark
number as the methane produced is linear to dry matter consumed and varies
with the crude fibre and fat in the diet as well.
Regardless of the accuracy using the 2.8 tonnes this equates to 7.6 kg a day so
using the Australian Carbon offset price of $17.14 this is 13 cents a day compared to Sweden which is at the top end of the offset schemes of $1.46 a day.
The cost of a supplement that would reduce the emissions by 30% and fed at the
rate of 1% of the ration would show a breakeven of $359/t in Australia while in
Sweden that would be $3,988 /t.
International Carbon pricing initiatives, these include both Carbon taxes (CT)
and Emission Trading Schemes (EMT). According to the World Bank these cover 21.5% of the global emissions, with some countries having either National or
State/ Province schemes and no standard global standard.
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EU proposes 'deforestation-free' standards for beef
imports
LONDON, Nov 17 (Reuters) - The European Commission proposed a law on Wednesday aimed at preventing the import
of commodities linked to deforestation by requiring companies to prove their global supply chains are not contributing
to the destruction of forests.
Failure to comply could result in fines of up to 4% of a company's turnover in an EU country.
The law proposed by the European Union's executive body sets mandatory due diligence rules for importers into the EU
of soy, beef, palm oil, wood, cocoa and coffee, and some derived products including leather, chocolate and furniture.
Many European companies operate in countries where environmental abuses are rife, but there is currently no EU-wide
requirement for them to find and fix risks to the environment in their global supply chains.
Emissions from the land-use sector, most of which are caused by deforestation, are the second major cause of climate
change after the burning of fossil fuels, and world leaders agreed at this month's COP26 summit to end deforestation by
2030.

"To succeed in the global fight against the climate and biodiversity crises we must take the responsibility to act at home
as well as abroad," EU climate policy chief Frans Timmermans said.
"Our deforestation regulation answers citizens’ calls to minimise the European contribution to deforestation."
If the law is approved by EU governments and the European parliament, companies operating in the 27-nation EU will
have to show the commodities specified were produced in accordance with the laws of the producing country.
They will also have to show the commodities were not grown on any land deforested or degraded after Dec. 31, 2020,
even if it is legal to produce there according to producing country law.
"The deforestation regulations we are putting on the table are the most ambitious legislative attempts to tackle these
issues worldwide ever," said EU environment commissioner Virginijus Sinkevičius.
The Commission hopes the law will be passed by 2023, with large companies given a 12-month grace period to comply
and smaller ones a 24-month grace period.
'MAJOR LEAP FORWARD'
The European Commission proposed the law be reviewed and updated regularly, making it possible to add other commodities and products.
"The EU draft anti-deforestation law represents a major leap forward in the fight to protect the world’s endangered forests," said Nico Muzi, Europe Director of environmental group Mighty Earth.
But he said the law needs strengthening as it leaves out natural ecosystems such as savannahs, wetlands and peatlands
and fails to target rubber, which poses a big risk to forests.
The proposed law will require companies in the EU to collect geographic coordinates showing where commodities they
buy were produced, and to monitor these locations for forest loss via satellite images. read more

Nicole Polsterer, campaigner at NGO Fern, welcomed the law but added: "While today is a big step forward, the drivers
of deforestation will remain as long as other markets exist for these tainted goods."
From 1990 to 2020, the world lost 420 million hectares of forest, according to the United Nations' Food and Agriculture
Organization.

Read more…
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Bio security hits meat industry
Severe bird flu spreads across Asia, Europe
The reported spread in South Korea, China and Japan of the highly pathogenic avian influenza has
put the poultry industry on high alert.

Epidemiologists are on alert as the bird flu can be transmitted to humans. (Reuters Archive)
Several outbreaks of severe bird flu in Asia and Europe have been reported to the World Organisation for Animal
Health (OIE), signalling that the virus is spreading rapidly once again.
South Korea reported an outbreak at a farm of around 770,000 poultry in Chungcheongbuk-do, the OIE said on Monday, citing a report from the South Korean authorities. All animals were slaughtered.
China has reported 21 human infections with the H5N6 subtype of avian influenza so far this year, more than in the
whole of 2020.
Also in Asia, Japan reported its first outbreak of the 2021 winter season at a poultry farm in the northeast of the country, the OIE said. The serotype in this outbreak was H5N8.
Read more…

African swine fever outbreak spreading widely in Vietnam
Europe accounted for 67% of the outbreaks reported through immediate notifications and follow-up
reports. However, the highest impact in terms of animal losses was reported in Asia (6 733 791 animals
lost, which is 82 % of the total global reported losses)
HANOI, Nov 25 (Reuters) - An African swine fever outbreak is spreading widely in Vietnam and is hurting the local
farming industry, forcing the culling of three times the number of hogs culled last year, the government said on Thursday. “The outbreak is evolving in a complicated manner," the government said in a statement. "It is threatening to
spread on a large scale."

The outbreak has this year spread to 2,275 areas, in 57 out of the country's 63 cities and provinces, the government said,
adding that the authorities have so far this year culled 230,000 hogs.
African swine fever is harmless to humans but often fatal to pigs. It originated in Africa before spreading to Europe and
Asia and has killed hundreds of millions of pigs. Vietnam reported its first African swine fever cases among its hog herd
in February 2019. The disease forced the culling of around 20% of its hog herd and doubled domestic price of pork as of
early last year. The outbreak subsided during the rest of last year and early this year, allowing the country to rebuild its
hog herd.

Read more...
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October — The Start of Dark Cutting Beef Season
I remember having bigger issues with dark
cutters in summer than winter
With the arrival of October each year, at least in
North America, the incidence rate for dark cutting
beef begins to increase. Dark cutting beef is the result of long-term stress where cattle deplete glycogen stores in the muscle before slaughter resulting
in less lactic acid being produced in the postmortem muscle that would normally produce the
bright cherry-red beef color in the lean. As the
name implies, the lean is darker in color because it
has a higher pH than normal beef. While there are
many factors that can lead to long-term stress in
cattle throughout the year, the arrival of the first
major cold fronts where temperatures drop dramatically is a sure sign that the incidence rate will begin
to rise at least for a time until the weather begins to
become more consistent with fewer wide temperature swings.
The best evidence of this
seasonality
was reported
by Boykin et
al. (2017) in
the National
Beef Quality
Audit
–
2016. Instrument grading information was obtained from beef packers throughout the year to
look at a variety of carcass characteristics, including
the incidence of dark cutters. The chart below represents the findings of the month-to-month variation in dark cutting incidence. While there is nothing that can be done about the weather, working to
minimize other sources of long-term stress through
proper handling, transport, and holding at the
packing plant may be helpful during this time. Current international research is focusing on factors
such as grass- versus grain-feeding, muscle fiber
types, and other conditions that may increase the
risk of the occurrence of dark cutting beef.
By the way, the reference to North America above is
that in the Southern Hemisphere, the opposite occurs with more dark cutting occurring as fall arrives
in March and April.
Read More...

Tips For Managing Pinkeye
During Summer Months
Pinkeye can be a costly disease for cattle producers during
the summer and early fall in Kansas. Understanding the
cause, signs, treatment and prevention of this disease can go
a long way in reducing pain and discomfort for cattle, as well
as helping the overall productivity of the operation.
Causes
Pinkeye is a multifactorial disease that often is initiated by
direct irritation to the cornea, followed by bacteria invading
the lesion. Moraxella bovis long has been considered the key
pathogen in pinkeye cases, however, other bacteria such as
Moraxella bovoculi, Mycoplasma bovis and Mycoplasma
bovoculi have been implicated as well. Factors that can contribute to the disease include the following:
•

UV radiation from the sun

•

Dust

•

Grass awns (scratches on the eye from grazing tall grass)

•

Face flies, which feed on discharge from the eye. They
can spread the bacteria rapidly from animal to animal.

•

Stress

Concurrent disease or viral infection (IBR, BVD) These
factors can cause physical irritation to the surface of the eye,
initiating the disease, or inhibit the body’s natural defense
mechanisms.
•

Signs
Excessive tearing, blinking and squinting all are early signs of
pinkeye. The excess tears often drain down the face and collect dirt and grime. This can be seen from a distance.
As the disease progresses, the eye becomes extremely red and
the cornea, which is the clear part of the eye, turns white and
cloudy. The cornea can form an ulcer and even rupture in
severe cases. Healed lesions on the cornea will appear as a
white scar, which may clear over time.
Treatment
Injectable, long-acting oxytetracycline antibiotics often are
effective in treating pinkeye. There are labelled veterinary
prescription options as well. It is always important to work
with your local veterinarian and have a valid veterinary-client
-patient relationship (VCPR). If pinkeye is becoming an issue
on a premise, a veterinarian has the tools and expertise to
help in case of an outbreak. Samples may be sent to the diagnostic lab to determine the best course of treatment.

To help with the healing process, it is recommended that a
glued eye patch be applied to the affected eye. An eye patch
does two things to promote healing. First, it takes away the
irritants of the sun’s UV radiation and wind. Eliminating
these irritants will increase cattle comfort during the healing
process. Second, the patch can help decrease the spread of
the disease by physically blocking flies from feeding on the
tears of the affected eye.
Prevention
Prevention starts with ensuring optimal herd health. Quality
forage, along with vitamin and trace mineral supplementation, supports a strong immune system. The immune system
can be hindered during times of stress, which can include
shipping, weaning, adverse weather events and changes in
feed. A solid vaccine program against respiratory pathogens
such as infectious bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR) and bovine
viral diarrhea (BVD) also is important to help strengthen the
immune system. These viruses can contribute to the severity
of pinkeye outbreaks.

Read more…
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Receiving Cattle Nutrition - Four Keys to Success
Many of the factors that determine the optimum receiving program also inform decisions on their health protocol. Here are few ideas
to consider:
1.

Evaluate the level of stress of the cattle. Are the cattle high risk calves that have been potentially exposed to respiratory disease
organisms? Have they been preweaned or will that happen in the feedlot? Have they been previously vaccinated, preconditioned
or backgrounded? The higher the risk and exposure the more likely that feed intake will be less. Classic research by Texas A&M
University demonstrated that high risk calves may take 30 days to reach a normal feed intake level even when healthy. Sick calves
took longer. These calves may require 3-4 weeks on a constant receiving ration before stepping up to a finish ration. However,
since their initial intake is lower, they can and should be fed a higher energy ration. This may be counter intuitive to programs
that would feed them more roughage.

2.

Rather than adding cattle to “build a pen”, isolate new cattle as much as your facilities will allow. More, smaller pens with plenty
of bunk space are ideal for receiving pens. This not only helps reduce disease spread but allows for more specialized bunk and
nutritional management specific to a group.

3.

Protein requirements are generally higher for receiving cattle. Natural protein sources are better choices than urea because their
energy intake is often too low to utilize highly degradable protein sources. A ration balancing program that considers protein type
and requirement like the BRaNDS program can help you navigate this. Mineral and vitamin requirements can be higher for receiving cattle but don’t overdo it. Over feeding a mineral can tie up other minerals and have adverse performance side effects.

4.

Feed additives like ionophores and coccidiostats may be needed. Only use medicated feed additives that have been proven safe
and effective, and cleared for use by FDA. Other “natural feed additives” have no such FDA approval requirement. For these products, always ask for good, unbiased (hopefully peer reviewed) research to support the performance claim and always consult your
nutritionist.

Read More...

Steak could become a ‘luxury product’ thanks to climate impact, CEO fears
Danish Crown is a Danish food manufacturer in Denmark, dealing primarily in meat processing of pork and beef
Steak could become a champagne-type luxury because beef isn’t climate friendly to produce, the head of Europe’s top meat processor said.
Danish Crown CEO Jais Valeur told Denmark’s Berlingske newspaper on Monday that beef will eventually become a “luxury product”
because of the climate impact of producing it.
“Beef is not going to be super climate friendly. It will be a bit like champagne, namely a luxury product,” Valeur said.
“The beef cattle will be a luxury product that we eat when we need to pamper ourselves.”
Valeur said the way people consume and think about meat is going to need to change in the coming years as meat processing companies
face pressure to curb greenhouse gases in the fight against climate change.
“We will still have a production, but there will be production of beef and veal that comes from dairy cattle, calves and beef cattle that graze
in the meadow and create biodiversity,” he said.
He suggested that pork – which his company is one of the largest producers of in Europe — would be more climate-friendly to produce in
the long-term.
Danish Crown, which also produces beef, has vowed to reduce its meat production emissions by 50 percent over the next decade.

Read more…
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ZinMet® Beef
https://zinmet.com.au/productdescriptions-specifications/
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I found it interesting that the Danish would have a virtual
tour of an abattoir on their web site, but as in the feedlot
industry the perception of conditions is often thought to
be a lot worse than it is. From slaughter to washing of rumens and collection of lungs.

Take a virtual tour of our abattoir
Welcome to our virtual abattoir. Have a look inside for a tour in text, photo and videos from the
Danish Crown abattoir in Horsens, DK. On this page you can also read magazines or watch a video
of the most modern cattle abattoir in the world - Danish Crown in Holsted, DK.

Tour Here

FlakeRite® will assist water to penetrate more evenly and deeper into grain particles enabling better retention of moisture in rations with the following benefits:
•

Reduced energy requirements to mill the grain

•

Reduced wear on milling equipment

•

Minimal loss or shrinkage of grain caused by processing

•

Reduced grain fines and less dust

•

Effectively increases grain moisture
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Graphs:

Brazil had a restrictions put on by China when they claim to have identified high COVID 19 on beef packaging and then in September two cows were found with Mad Cow Disease.

Both Australian and UK Lamb prices continue to be higher than Beef,
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Len’s Graph

Australian prices are at a record high compared to UK and US my data only goes back 30 years but I am
sure it is at an all-time high.

AAP wishes everyone a happy holiday season & all
the best in the New Year!

Austasia Animal Products Pty Ltd
8-14 Union Street
Forbes NSW 2871
Austraia
Phone: 02 6851 1747
E-mail: reception@rbac.com.au
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