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World beef consumption set to reach
new record in 2021
The world consumption of beef is expected to reach a new record in 2021, above 60.0
million tons in carcass equivalent. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
revised upwards in April 2021 the expectation of world consumption of beef for the year.
In 2021, the world consumption of beef should add up to the equivalent of 60.04 million
tons, which, if confirmed, represents a gain of 1.6% compared to the consumption observed in 2020 (59.06 million tons). Beef consumption is expected to grow by almost 1
million tons in carcass equivalent from 2020 to 2021.
It is important to highlight that the increase in world beef consumption has been mainly
driven by Chinese demand. The consumption of beef in China should add up to 10.08
million tons in carcass equivalent, up 6.3% compared to 2020 (9.48 million tons) and
only behind the United States, the world's largest consumer, with the prospect of demand
of 12.52 million tons.
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In addition to Brazil, beef consumption in the EU has fallen, albeit slightly. This is because in 2021 a total demand of 7.69 million tons is expected, the lowest value over the
last 5 years.

AAP FACTS
•

Zinmet® — proven to boost cattle immunity

But with the prospect of increased consumption of beef in the world, exports should reach
a new historical high in 2021, which reflects the expectation of a strong increase in sales
by Brazil.

•

Flakerite® - Consistent grain processing is
one of the keys to good performance.

•

Beef Culture — improves weight gain and
feed conversion.

Read more...

CHINA - Pork Price Decline Impacts Production
Between April and June 2021 excess pork production in China has lowered
pork prices, caused small and medium producers to liquidate farm inventories,
and limited piglet restocking. Chinese authorities are instituting a system to
address severe price fluctuations in live hogs and pork in an attempt to manage
prices and support farmers. Continued price declines in live hog and pork prices will create potential gaps in pork production in the second half of 2021.
Demand for imported pork is anticipated to remain robust.
Following the resurgence of African Swine Fever (ASF) in China’s hog herd
in late 2020, sources shared that producers exhibited greater concern about the
spread of the disease. Reportedly, hog producers rushed to sell, causing prices
to decline. From January 2021 to the end of June 2021 live hog prices fell by
nearly 65 percent
Read more...

Australia and the UK commit to the liberalisation of tariffs on
trade in goods between our two countries.
Commitments will include:
•
•
•

full liberalisation of UK originating goods entering Australia.
full liberalisation of Australian originating goods entering UK, while taking account of UK product
sensitivities. This includes but is not limited to:
increasing TRQ* volumes on beef over 10 years, with access to a duty-free transitional quota of
35,000 tonnes on entry into force (EIF), rising in equal instalments to 110,000 tonnes in year 10. In
the subsequent 5 years (year 11-15 after EIF) a product specific safeguard will be applied on beef
imports exceeding a further volume threshold rising in equal instalments to 170,000 tonnes, levying a safeguard duty of 20% for the rest of the calendar year. Out of quota tariffs will remain at
MFN** until year 10 and then be eliminated.

*Tariff rate quotas (TRQs) allow a pre-determined quantity of a product to be imported at
lower import duty rates (in-quota duty) than the duty rate normally available for that product.
MFN** Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
Read more...
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The UK press has been running adds for the UK RSPCA , for consumers
it is simple but sometimes not factual.

Read more…

One of my information sources is Meatingplace.com they sent a reporter to a conference put on by PETA.
Key takeaways from the conference included:

•

PETA is using “revolutionary teaching tools” such as TeachKind, its “Humane Education Division,” to “turn students into activists.” TeachKind offers lessons and activities starting at the prekindergarten level with titles such as “Teach Students the Importance of Veganizing Their Plates.” The
site also offers advice to teachers if they face “opposition to humane education” from school administrators.
• “Protein-packed” meat and dairy alternatives were billed as the solution to climate change and
health issues, with Dr. Neal Barnard (of Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine) claiming
that going vegan most likely helped a woman get rid of her endometriosis because she wasn’t consuming hormones from animal products.
• PETA is “fighting for the constitutional rights of animals,” including legal cases such as the
“monkey selfie” case and their fight to grant the monkey rights over the image. Outside of the courtroom, they’ve enlisted celebrities such as Harry Potter star Evanna Lynch to support their
cause.
• All forms of animal use are under attack by PETA. In addition to promotion of vegan diets and
discussions of “humane-washing” in food labels, there was also a heavy focus on animals in entertainment (one session was about how activists can “pull the plug on SeaWorld and other marine
prisons”), research (including calls for certain research centers to be “shut down”) animal testing
(including discussions of “undercover investigations” into animal testing facilities) and pet breeding (referring to breeders as “pet pimps”).
These discussions should remind us of how important it is to be standing up for animal agriculture,
from the classroom to the courtroom. We also need to find alignment with other communities who rely
on animals (such as entertainment, research, pet breeding) so we can support one another and present a
united front in the face of threats from activist groups.
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Grain costs are high so get the most out of it.
Consistent grain processing is one of the keys to good
performance.
You need a good surfactant

Health Risk when
Purchasing Cattle.
In general, the less health information that is available for a sale
animal, the greater risk the purchaser
is taking.
In many situations, the seller does
not, does not possess specific information about the health of the cattle
they are selling or the potential negative outcomes that may occur when
the purchased cattle are introduced
into the buyer’s herd. Because a
number of negative health outcomes
can follow the introduction of new
cattle into a herd, the buyer needs to
beware of taking greater risks than
should be reasonably expected.
When purchasing cattle to introduce
into an existing herd, some potential
health risks include:
1.

injury during transport,

2.

the stress of transport and a
new environment causing a
purchased animal to break with
disease leading to illness of the
purchased animal or transfer of
germs or parasites to the herd,

3.

4.

5.

the purchase of cattle that have
not been exposed to the germs
commonly found in the home
herd leading to illness of the
purchased animals, and
purchasing an animal that is a
persistent carrier for an infectious disease and exposing the
home herd to an unfamiliar
germ.
newly purchased cattle may be
exposed to unfamiliar germs
present in the home herd –
causing the new cattle to become sick.

There are a number of important
diseases that can enter a herd by the
purchase of a carrier animal. In my
opinion, the diseases that fall in this
category that deserve the greatest
attention in many parts of the U.S.
are trichomoniasis (trich) and bovine
viral diarrhea (BVD). Other diseases
that have persistent carriers and that
may be of particular concern for
some herds include: anaplasmosis,
Johne’s, and bovine leukosis virus
(BLV).

Read more...

Purchased in heifers Pregnant or not? Ultrasound
has made it easier but advances are still being
made.
Handheld breath test device for pregnant cattle to
move to industry trials
Bronwyn Darlington is the founder and CEO of Agscent and farms at Carwoola Station in southern NSW. A device that could change the way farmers preg test cattle is a
step closer to commercialisation.
Key points:
The Agscent prototype will develop an alternative breath-based pregnancy test for
cattle
The federal government backs commercialisation of the device with $600,000 grant
Trials on farm will continue with the product expected to roll out in early 2022

The federal government has offered $600,000 to help a company adapt advances in
medicine for use in the grazing industry.
The prototype works by simply putting a device over the cow's nose while it is in the
crush and testing its breath.
Bronwyn Darlington, a farmer at Carwoola in southern NSW and the founder and
CEO of Agscent, said the device worked by applying nanotechnologies to what was
called breathomics.
"The device collects the cow's breath and analyses it using nano-sensors to pick up the
differences between pregnant and non-pregnant animals," Ms Darlington said.
Research operations manager Jess Darlington-Brown will use a Federal Government
grant to transition from using a bag to a handheld device to preg test cows.
Read more…

And with blood tests
bovine pregnancy test kit
This product can be used for early pregnancy diagnosis of dairy cows. Through the detection of cow serum or plasma. It can identify whether the cow is pregnant after 28 days postbreeding.
Early diagnosis: Cows tested 28 days after breeding
Simplified procedure: Serum or plasma samples can be tested without any analyser.
Quick and visual result: can be interpreted in 20-25 min. without professional training
Safe for embryos: Collect blood samples from the cow’s tail during pregnancy. Safer than
rectal palpation and less stress than ultrasound.
High accuracy and cost-effective: accuracy of 98%

Read more...
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No real answers but clearly HGP’s are often the cause
Keeping Bullers at Bay
Nothing is more aggravating for feedlot pen riders than witnessing a crowd of finishing steers milling about and taking
turns riding a stressed and fatigued animal amidst a dust storm of their own creation.
Beyond physical injuries, carcass bruising and even death, the rider is faced with pulling the steer while the owner must
provide extra pen space. Costly deficits from excessive energy waste of all involved animals must also be covered.
Two Foundations Appear to Drive Bulling Behavior Two foundations, each affected by numerous conditions, propel the
‘buller’ syndrome in any cattle situation according to Calvin Booker, Managing Partner of Feedlot Health Management
Services, Okotoks, Alberta.
“If we think of a heifer or a breeding age female in standing heat, being ridden by other animals, it’s a visual cue the
animal is receptive to mating.”
Two effects occur:

Other sexually active animals, including males, are attracted by the visual mounting and riding cues.
Intact males try to mount the animal to fulfill reproductive function.
Second, he says cattle are also influenced by expressions of dominance and hierarchy scales. For males in particular,
riding is part of this expression.
Pens stirred up by processing or re-working increase the risk, as does agitation from delayed feeding. In both cases,
animals are more active, which can result in more riding and expressions of dominance.
Environmental issues are another potential cause, but not in the extremes. Excessive heat or bitter cold instigates limited activity of any kind, but when it cools off or warms up, riding increases.

Hormonal growth implants also play a role. When well-managed, implants dramatically improve growth rates and feed
efficiency, substantially reducing greenhouse gas emissions and lowering cost of production. But giving implants at a
greater frequency, especially if overlapped, heightens the probability of riding behaviour. Several large-scale field trials
have demonstrated differences between implant programs, primarily related to variations in hormone type, dose, duration of payout, and administration of subsequent implants.

“The potency and dose of the hormone affects the situation. If the previous implant is not allowed to run its course,
we’ve got more hormone being released than normal. This can trigger riding, especially if other factors are also occurring.”
Implants not applied correctly, or crushed pellets can be an instigator as well. In theory, this also releases more hormone than normal and is somewhat equivalent to an overlap of implants.
Costs of Bulling Behaviour
Bullers in the feedlot are a financial cost greater than those attributed to the targeted animal. “We can calculate the cost
of treating and penning them elsewhere or trying to reintroduce them back into the pen’s population.
But that is probably not the only cost we’re looking at because it’s a gross understatement. “Weight gains and feed conversions are sacrificed by large numbers of cattle wasting energy on riding rather than eating, growing and getting fat.
“It all adds up in a big way,” said Booker. “It’s a crude stick to measure with, but the more extracurricular activity or
excessive behavioural actions happening in a pen, the lower the weight gain, worse the feed efficiency, and less desirable
the carcass quality due to bruising and dark cutters in both the targeted animals and instigators.
Read more...

Boost your Cattle’s Immunity
Make sure that you double the inclusion rate being fed if the
cattle are showing signs of travel stress.
It’s good to include is at double the rate with starter cattle
that are nutritionally stressed to assist reduce sickness and
improve performance.
If you are not using ZINMET® switch now to the Australian
made product.
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Lameness in Cattle: Causes Associated with Infections
When lameness is identified in beef cattle, determining the cause of that condition is one of the first considerations. One way to classify the various causes of lameness in cattle is to group them into two different
categories: bacterial infection and injury.
Some lameness cases will bridge these two classifications, as lameness-causing infections sometimes are
the direct result of injuries. This article will focus on causes of lameness associated with infections.
Infections Linked to Lameness
FOOTROT
Footrot is perhaps the most-common infectious cause of lameness in feedlot and pasture cattle. The technical term for footrot is “infectious pododermatitis.” Loosely translated, this means “inflammation of the
skin and deeper tissues in the area of the hoof.” Footrot is usually caused by the bacteria Fusobacterium
necrophorum, but other bacteria can be involved as well. All of these bacterial species are commonly found
in soil and animal manure. This infection involves the area between the toes, rather than the hoof itself.
When the protective barrier of the skin is breached by these bacteria due to constant wet conditions or by
abrasions, the bacteria cause a painful, necrotic infection between the toes.
HAIRY HEEL WARTS
Hairy heel warts have generated considerable recent attention as a cause of lameness in cattle. Hairy heel
warts (“papillomatous digital dermatitis” is the medical term) have long been recognized as a significant
problem in dairy cattle, but in recent years the problem has been identified in feedlot cattle as well. This is
a very contagious condition, but how the disease starts in an animal is a bit unclear. Bacteria in the spirochete family can be demonstrated in the characteristic warts of this disease, but there may be other factors
that enable the infection to take hold.
LAMINITIS
Along that line, acidosis, whether obvious or subclinical, is a major contributor to laminitis in feedlot
calves, as well as occasionally in adult beef cattle. Acute lameness due to laminitis occurs due to the pain
involved when the connection between the hoof wall and the underlying bone weakens, and the structures
begin to separate. Acute laminitis in cattle is not an infection; rather, it is typically the result of a mistake in
feed delivery or an accidental exposure to a level of grain to which the animal’s system is unaccustomed to.
JOINT INFECTIONS
Any of the joints of the bovine limb potentially could harbor joint infections. However, the most common
joint affected by infection is the coffin joint, which is the lowest joint of the limb right at the hoof wall. Penetrating foreign objects can cause infection here, but a more-common cause of coffin joint infections in
cattle is a footrot infection that is not adequately treated. Infection spreads from the space between the
toes to penetrate the joint. An infectious agent often associated with joint infections is Mycoplasma bovis.
In feedlot calves, this bacterium typically enters the bloodstream following an infection in the lungs, where
it may have been the cause of signs of respiratory disease or may have been subclinical. While swollen,
painful joints are apparent outwardly, Mycoplasma bovis actually infects the structures around the joints,
such as tendon sheaths, rather than the joint space itself.
TOE ABSCESSES
Toe abscesses are the result of infection. However, they occur in response to an insult to the tips of the
toes. Abrasions and wearing away of the tips of the toes can happen in groups of excitable calves that have
been handled on rough concrete, such as during loading and unloading trailers or processing. Infection
and abscess formation occurs when environmental bacteria enter the underlying tissue of the toe after
these insults.
TOE ULCERS
A closely related problem, toe ulcers, probably has more to do with dietary influences than injury. This
occurs when there is bleeding and infection in the “white line” area of the toe, which is where the hoof wall
meets the sole. Subclinical acidosis, which may occur when calves are on high concentrate rations, is the
potential cause of this syndrome.
In Summary
Infections are among the most-common reasons for lameness in feedlot and adult cattle, and in some cases
they can be treated or prevented with more success than other causes of lameness.
Read more...
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Beef Can Be a Low Greenhouse Gas Emitter
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), a United Nations agency, put U.S. total GHG
emissions from beef at 141 CO2eq/kg in a 2019 report.
For comparison, the FAO gave Brazil a score of 330 CO2eq/kg and India a score seven times
that of the U.S., approximately 987 CO2eq/kg.
Gocsik said one reason levels are higher in Brazil is due to the prevalence of pasture-based production systems. "That leads to a longer production cycle," she explained. "Recovering degraded
pastures, supplemental feeding of cattle, improved cattle health and reproductive management,
and integrated crop-livestock-forestry systems can all contribute to lowering emissions in these
kinds of pasture-based systems."
In India, where emission intensity is seven times higher than that of the U.S., the report notes
that in areas where cattle are kept due to religious belief, they contribute substantially to GHG
emissions over their lifetime, while at the same time being very low in terms of productivity.
These "idle" cattle, as the report calls them, are common in parts of Asia, northern Africa and
South America.
The FAO estimated if the world's cattle production systems closed gaps between the highest and
lowest emission levels, that alone would cut GHG emissions by 30%.
Moving forward, Gocsik reported genetics and the use of feed additives are poised to deliver
some of the greatest reductions in GHG emissions when implemented. She and Sherrard also
emphasized possible benefits from use of beef-on-dairy crossbreeding to optimize genetics; genetic selection for best-performing sires; and using genomics to emphasize those traits that can
help lower GHG emissions. Regarding feed additives, the report noted increasing corn silage,
tannin-rich forages and feed additives could boost efficiency.
Gocsik concluded two things will determine progress globally in reducing beef supply chain
emissions. One will be the costs associated with reducing emissions, and the other will be the
use of measurements to track carbon sequestration and GHG emissions.
Ultimately, the market, and perhaps regulators, will be in the strongest position to push GHG
emissions down. A market-driven incentive is not mandatory, but it can be a powerful way to
motivate producers to change and deliver a product to a supply chain that highly desires it. Regulation, the report notes, could be inevitable in the future if market-based incentives approaches don't work.
Read more...
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Improving productivity is key to reducing emissions.
Ruminating on ruminants Ermias Kebreab from the University of California, Davis is studying
ways to reduce methane emissions from cattle. (Courtesy: UC Davis/Katherine Kerlin)
This makes methane a good short-term target for tackling climate change, says animal scientist Ermias Kebreab, director of the World Food Center at the University of California, Davis.
While reducing carbon dioxide needs to be the long-term focus, it will take a while for us to see
the effects of this as carbon dioxide persists in the atmosphere for centuries. “But the effect of
slowing down or reducing methane will be felt in a decade or so,” explains Kebreab. And given
that they are responsible for more than 40% of anthropogenic methane emissions, livestock are
a good place to start.
Improving productivity is key to reducing emissions. According to Kebreab, you can make animals produce more protein – milk or meat – per kilogram of feed with a combination of genetics and good nutrition. For example, he explains, there are cows in low-income countries that
produce around 4–5 kg of milk per day. But if you were to cross breed those with HolsteinFriesian cows – which are renowned for their high milk production – you could get 20 kg of
milk per day, while maintaining some of the advantages of the local breeds. Indeed, over the
last five decades, a focus on breeding and meeting nutritional requirements has cut methane
emissions per litre of milk by about 50% in the US. There are now fewer dairy cows than half a
century ago, but they each produce more milk (figure 1).
Read more...

Feeding a growing population Changes (relative to 1950) in total milk produced, milk production per cow,
total number of cows and dairies and methane produced per kilogram of milk in the California dairy industry. (Data source: Ermias Kebreab)
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World meat prices have moved higher except for Pig meat.

Bovine meat prices declined from USD 5 361 in 2019 to USD 5 285 per tonne in 2020, a decline of 1.4 percent. Increases in Brazilian quotations (+5.3 percent) nearly offset price decreases for supplies from Australia (-4.0 percent) and the United States of
America (-3.1 percent). The annual average Australian prices fell due to the weak import demand of key trading partners, despite reduced supplies. The average annual ovine meat prices per tonne fell from USD 5 112 in 2019 to USD 4 818 per tonne in
2020, a decline of 5.7 percent. At the initial phase of the pandemic, weaker imports and farmers’ efforts to offload more animals
than the market had anticipated caused prices to fall. Since August, prices trended upward, with increased import demand from
China and the Middle East amidst tight supplies from Oceania due to flock-rebuilding demand.

Cont. next page...
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In line with the global trade contraction, several large-scale exporters experienced lower export volumes, including Australia,
India, the United States of America and Uruguay. High demand for herd rebuilding, coupled with import suspensions by China
from few abattoirs with high processing volumes, underpinned the decline of Australia’s bovine meat exports. Low production
and the decline in imports by several trading partners led to shipment decline from India. Shipments from the United States of
America contracted, mainly reflecting import curtailments by leading importers such as Mexico. Uruguay’s exports suffered
from multiple fronts, including high production costs, fallen livestock numbers and processing challenges.

World total exports of ovine meat in 2020 declined by 6.5 percent to 981 000 tonnes, principally caused by a sharp export contraction in Australia (-13 percent), one of the world’s largest exporters, reflecting limited availability of animal for slaughter and
pandemic-related supply disruptions. By contrast, New Zealand, the United States of America and the European Union shipped
more ovine meat, but the overall expanded volume was inadequate to counter the decline in Australia’s sales. Most top-20
ovine importers curtailed orders, including China, the United Arab Emirates and the European Union, due to Oceania’s supply
shortages and reduced food services sales.
Read more...
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Interesting that the only drop in price was France and Brazil had a higher % rise than Australia

Based on information from Scottish Beef

Len’s Graph

Graph using data from the Texas Newsletter, The Land and UK Government Statistics.

Austasia Animal Products Pty Ltd
8-14 Union Street
Forbes NSW 2871
Australia
Phone: 02 6851 1747
Fax: 02 6851 2134
E-mail: reception@rbac.com.au

11

